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In the Gospel Reading, Jesus says that the kingdom of God is 
like a mustard seed. When it is sown in the ground, it is the 
smallest of seeds; but it can grow to become the largest of 
plants. 

So, the kingdom of God can be very small, or it can change 
its size and become very big. 

But why wouldn’t the kingdom of God always be the same 
size? 

To see the answer, you have to recognize that the kingdom 
of God isn’t a peculiar kind of country. God’s kingdom isn’t 
a place at all. It’s a condition, the condition of God’s ruling 
as king. 

But, we might think, even so, God’s kingdom can’t shift 
sizes. God’s rule is always the same size: it’s everywhere. 

And yet this can’t be right either.  What is ruled by a king is 
governed by the will of the king. But how much of God’s 
will does any Christian fulfil? Everything is subject to the 
will of God the King, for sure, but not every Christian who 
counts as being in the kingdom of God fulfils God’s will 

completely now.  

So this is the way in which God’s kingdom can change 
size.  When a Christian does what is against God’s will, to 
that extent the will of God is not fulfilled in her. And so, to 
that same extent, the kingdom of God is small in her too. 
On the other hand, the more a Christian fulfils God’s will in 
her life, the greater the kingdom of God in her is. 

This is one way we can understand Christ’s parable of the 
mustard seed, then. When a Christian first opens himself up 
to receive God as Lord, the Lord rules very little of him. And 
so the kingdom of God is like the littlest seed in the ground 
of his heart. But if only he lets that seed grow in him, if only 
he doesn’t give up on himself as fruitless and despair of 
himself, then that littlest seed of God’s kingdom will grow 
and grow in him till it becomes like a great tree in him.  

In the end, though, here is the most important thing to see. 
If you have even just a mustard seed’s worth of faith and 
obedience, you still have the kingdom of God within you. 

Professor Eleonore Stump (from the Center for Liturgy, 
University of St Louis) 

Food for the spirit  

T he Kingdom of God is within you ….. 

A LITTLE THING ABOUT PARKING AT 
LINDFIELD 

Just a reminder that we reserve the parking 
on our internal road on Sundays for the 
elderly and those with a disability. 

A Problem with Possums  
The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about their possum infestation.  After 
much prayer and consideration, they concluded that the possums were predestined to be there, and 
they shouldn’t interfere with God’s divine will.  

At the Baptist church the possums had taken an interest in the baptistery. The deacons met and 
decided to put a water-slide on the baptistery and let the possums drown themselves. The possums liked 
the slide and unfortunately, knew instinctively how to swim, so twice as many possums showed up the 
following week. 

The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God’s creatures. So, they 
humanely trapped their possums and set them free near the Baptist church. Two weeks later the 
possums were back when the Baptists took down the water-slide. 

The Episcopalians tried a unique path by setting out pans of whisky around their church in an effort to 
kill the possums with alcohol poisoning. They sadly learned how much damage a band of drunk possums 
can do. 

But the Catholic church came up with a very creative strategy. They baptised all the possums and made 
them members of the church. Now they only see them at Christmas and Easter. 
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Hymns for the 11th Sunday in Ordinary T ime 

ENTRANCE:    10,000 REASONS   
 

Refrain:  Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul 
Worship God’s Holy name 
Sing like never before, O my soul 
I’ll worship Your Holy name 
 

1. The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning 
It’s time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes 
 

2. You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 
 

Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs ** 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS: CHRISTIANS LET US LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 

1. Christians let us love one another 
as we share the true living bread  
Jesus is our God and our brother; 
with his flesh and blood we are fed. 
 

Refrain:      Everyone who loves is born of God.  Jesus is our 
life, God is love. 
 

2. We who break this bread are one body,  
we who share this cup are all one  
Children of our Father in heaven,  
we are heirs of God’s only Son. 
 

3. We who eat and drink at this table  
die and rise again with our Lord.  
Drawing from our rock living water 
For all those who thirst for accord 
 

4. Wheat and grape incarnate a myst’ry; 
Jesus is the true living bread. 
Let us eat with joy and thanksgiving, 
Trusting in the word he has said 
 

5. Jesus is the vine, we the branches; 
We are grains of wheat, Christ the bread. 
 

Those who eat this bread live for ever, 
One with Christ, our Lord and our bread. 
  

Claudia Foltz, SNJM and Armand Nigro, SJ © 1973, OCP.  * 
  

COMMUNION:   AS GENTLE AS SILENCE   
O, the love of my Lord is the essence 
Of all that I love here on earth. 
All the beauty I see God has given to me, 
And God’s giving is gentle as silence. 
 

Every day, every hour, every moment, 
Have been blessed by the strength of God’s love. 
At the turn of each tide, God is there at my side, 
And God’s touch is as gentle as silence. 
 

There’ve been times when I’ve turned from God’s presence, 
And I’ve walked other paths, other ways, 
But I’ve called on God’s name, in the dark of my shame 
And God’s mercy was gentle as silence. 

Estelle White © McCrimmon Publishing* 
RECESSIONAL:    TELL OUT MY SOUL 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age to same; 

His holy Name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and for evermore! 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1962, Renewal 1990 Hope Publishing 
Company. 

 

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

 What is a ‘synodal Church’? 

 

“A synodal Church is a Church which 
listens, which realises that listening ‘is 
more than simply hearing.’ It is a mutual 
listening in which everyone has something 
to learn. The faithful people, the college 
of bishops, the Bishop of Rome: all 
listening to each other, and all listening 
to the Holy Spirit ... in order to know 
what the Spirit ‘says to the Churches’.”  

(Pope Francis) 

 

We pray for the children and their families who 

are preparing for the celebration of Confirmation 

this coming Friday.  May the gift of the Holy Spirit 

draw them more deeply into their discipleship and 

the life of our community. 

 

 



5 THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS 

THE NICENE  CREED 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were 
made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
 

(all bow at the following words in 
bold) 
 

and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was 
buried, 
 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father & 
the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen 

GLORIA: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  O God, almighty Father.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 

THE PSALM       Ps 91:2-3. 13-16.  

It is good to give thanks to the Lord 
to make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your love in the morning 
and your truth in the watches of the night.  
 

The just will flourish like the palm-tree 
and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 
 

Planted in the house of the Lord 
they will flourish in the courts of our God, 
still bearing fruit when they are old, 
still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the Lord is just. 
In God, my rock, there is no wrong. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection, until you come again. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Alleluia, alleluia! The seed is the word of God, Christ is the 
sower; all who come to him will live for ever. Alleluia! 

Eastern Orthodox theologian Kallistos Ware (1934–2022) 
considers how we can become people of prayer:   

How are we to enter into the mystery of living prayer? How 
can we advance from prayer repeated by our lips—from 
prayer as an external act—to prayer that is part of our 
inner being, a true union of our mind and heart with the 
Holy Trinity? How can we make prayer not merely 
something that we do, but something that we are? For that 
is what the world needs: not persons who say prayers from 
time to time, but persons who are prayer all the time. [1]  

In The Way of a Pilgrim, a 19th-century Russian mystical 
text, the unnamed pilgrim begins by sharing the moment he 
was unexpectedly quickened by God:   

On the twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost I went to 
church to say my prayers there during the liturgy…. 
Among other words I heard these—“Pray without 
ceasing” [1 Thessalonians 5:17]. It was this text, more than 
any other, which forced itself upon my mind, and I began 
to think how it was possible to pray without ceasing, since a 
man has to concern himself with other things also in order 
to make a living. I looked at my Bible, and with my own 
eyes read the words which I had heard, that is, that we 
ought always, at all times and in all places, to pray with 
uplifted hands. I thought and thought, but knew not what 
to make of it. “What ought I to do?” I thought. “Where 
shall I find someone to explain it to me? I will go to the 
churches where famous preachers are to be heard; perhaps 

there I shall hear something which will throw light on it for 
me.” I did so. I heard a number of very fine sermons on 
prayer—what prayer is, how much we need it, and what its 
fruits are—but no one said how one could succeed in 
prayer. I heard a sermon on spiritual prayer, and unceasing 
prayer, but how it was to be done was not pointed out.  

The pilgrim sought many esteemed elders before 
encountering a starets—an Eastern Orthodox spiritual 
teacher—who guided him to the Jesus Prayer.  

He began to speak as follows. “The continuous interior 
prayer of Jesus is a constant uninterrupted calling upon the 
divine name of Jesus with the lips, in the spirit, in the heart, 
while forming a mental picture of His constant presence, 
and imploring His grace, during every occupation, at all 
times, in all places, even during sleep. The appeal is 
couched in these terms, ‘Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
me.’ One who accustoms himself to this appeal experiences 
as a result so deep a consolation and so great a need to offer 
the prayer always, that he can no longer live without it, and 
it will continue to voice itself within him of its own accord. 
Now do you understand what prayer without ceasing 
is?” [2]  

(to be continued) 
 

[1] Kallistos Ware, The Jesus Prayer (London: Incorporated Catholic 
Truth Society, 2014), 3.   

[2] The Way of a Pilgrim; and, The Pilgrim Continues His Way, trans. R. 
M. French (San Francisco, CA: HarperOne, 2010), 3, 9–10.   

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
THE WAY OF A PILGRIM 
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HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au            0475 558 500 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   0474 303 261  
fr.stephen@me.com  

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Tue-Fri.   -   9.30am - 4pm 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests of the parish & 
retired & sick clergy of the diocese): 
BSB 062 784   Ac  10000 1624  
2ndCollection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): BSB 062 
784  Acct   10000 1623  

 CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
select each of our two collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR CREDIT 
CARD:  just click on the hotlink box entitled ‘Supporting 
p a r i s h  f i n a n c e s ’  o n  o u r  h o m e p a g e 
( w w w . l i n d f i e l d k i l l a r a . o r g . a u )  o r  e m a i l 
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us 
the gift of everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Recently deceased:   Lorraine Notley, Malcolm Hill, Horrie 
Falzon (granddad of Kate Falzon, our Youth Minister), Dr 
Frank Hume, Raymond Chan, Serge Dobbie, Victoria Gray, 
Pierre Yves Pascal, Max Coleman, Fay McManus, Peter 
Hutchings.   Anniversary:  Hadi, Marjorie Steffel, John 
Quirk, Patrick Murphy 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  Brendan Walsh, Diane 
McGirr, Evina Wong, Mary Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang 
Liers, Tanya Walsh, Jutta Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese 
Playoust, Ali Crawford, Morna Sutherland, Barbara 
McMullen, Jesse Langford, Cyril Ferriere, Alex Noble, 
William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, Janette Brennan. 

PARISH DIARY   
Every Wednesday:  8:00am   Meditation (online) 

JUNE 
Z 

Sun. 16th 7:00pm Parish Pizza Night  
Tues. 18th 7:00pm Alpha 
Wed. 19th 11:00am Scripture study (online) 
 7:30pm Parish Pastoral Council 
Fri 21st 11:00am Seniors’ Social Group 
Sun. 23rd 10:15am Children’s Mass, morning 

tea & activities for the kids. 
Wed. 26th 10:00am Parish Book Group 
 7:30pm Scripture study (online) 
Fri. 28th 10:00am School Mass, celebrating 

Grandparents 

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 15 Jun. 22 Jun. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Joey Frez Fr Colin 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr Colin Fr Ansalem Lakra 

Sunday 16 Jun. 23 Jun. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Stephen Fr Colin 

Killara 9:00 am Fr Colin Fr Stephen 
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Joey Frez Fr Colin 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr David Ranson Fr Joey Frez 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Colin Fr Ansalem Lakra 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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For the Kids 
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RENOVATIONS & BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE 

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small 

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 


